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RAPPORT  DE  MONSIEUR  L’OEFICIER 
DE  LA  SANTE  PUBLIQUE,  1927. 


States  Office,  Guernsey,  August  17th,  1928. 

Sir, 

I have  the  honour  to  forward  herewith  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  for  the  year  1927,  with  the  request  that  it  may  be  printed  as 
an  Appendix  to  a Billet  d’Etat,  and  that  a number  of  copies  (say  100)  be  struck 
off  for  distribution  in  the  usual  way. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

ARTHUR  DOREY, 

President,  Board  of  Health. 

Sir  Havilland  W.  de  Sausmarez,  Bart., 

Bailiff,  and  President  of  the  States  of  Guernsey. 


XIV. — 1928. 


GUERNSEY. 


Guernsey,  the  most  western  of  the  Channel  Islands,  lies  in  the  Bay  of 
Avranches,  82  miles  from  Weymouth,  the  nearest  English  port,  40  from  Cher- 
bourg, and  63  from  St.  Malo. 

It  is  triangular  in  shape,  with  an  area  of  24.5  square  miles  and  an  acreage 
of  15,654.  The  soil,  composed  of  disintegrated  granite  and  schist,  is  very 
fertile.  Enormous  quantities  of  tomatoes,  grapes  and  other  fruit,  vegetables 
and  flowers  are  grown,  chiefly  under  glass,  for  export. 

This  industry  is  the  chief  one,  but  in  addition,  large  quantities  of  granite 
for  road-making  are  exported.  The  rearing,  for  sale  in  England  and  the 
United  States,  of  the  far-famed  Guernsey  cattle  (including  those  from  Alderney 
and  Sark)  is  an  important  industry.  These  cattle  are  highly  prized,  not  only 
for  the  richness  of  their  milk,  but  above  all  for  their  freedom  from  Tuberculosis. 
There  are  two  harbours,  situated  at  St.  Peter-Port  and  St.  Sampson’s,  the  two 
towns  of  the  island. 

The  population  at  the  census  of  1911  was  41,854,  and  in  1921  it  was  stated 
to  be  37,914  with  1,098  visitors. 

Guernsey  is  a health  resort  throughout  the  year,  but  particularly  so  in  the 
summer  and  autumn  months.  Not  only  are  its  natural  beauties  so  great,  but 
its  salubrious  yet  bracing  climate  is  highly  attractive.  It  is  cooler  in  summer 
and  warmer  in  winter  than  on  the  mainland. 

Drainage  is  good  and  modern  in  the  towns.  The  water  supply,  now  the 
property  of  the  Government  of  the  island,  is  of  exceptional  purity  and  derived 
from  deep  wells,  but  additional  sources  of  supply  from  streams  have  lately 
been  obtained. 

Guernsey  enjoys  Home  Rule.  With  Alderney  and  Sark  it  forms  a Baili- 
wick and  is  governed  by  a Lieutenant-Governor.  The  Bailiff  is  the  chief  Civil 
Official. 
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Houses — Inhabited  (1921  Census)  8,491 

Buildings — Uninhabited  (1921  Census) 682 

States  Houses  built  since  1921 117 

Houses  voted  for  construction  80 

Density  of  Population,  per  acre 2.48 

,,  ,,  per  square  mile 1,587 

Average  number  of  inhabitants  per  house  4.5 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  19.6 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  (crude)  13.7 

„ „ „ (corrected) 10.9 

Infantile  Death  Rate 75. 

Rainfall  average  36.7 

1927  37.18 

(In  parts  of  the  Island  the  rainfall  is  only  70  per  cent  of  the  average.) 

Mean  Relative  Humidity 86. 

Mean  Average  Temperature  51.4 

Mean  Daily  Range  7.8 

Average  yearly  hours  of  sunshine  over  34  years  ....  1,897.1 


1927  1.750 


EXPORTS. 


1927 

Tomatoes 24,509  tons. 

Flowers  3.217 

Grapes  (in  cases  and  baskets) 1,165 

Vegetables  (Including  potatoes) 2,304 

Granite 195,591  „ 


XIV 


1928. 


TWENTY-NINTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Guernsey 

For  the  year  1927. 


POPULATION. 

The  natural  increase  of  births  over  deaths  during  the  year  1927  was  228. 
The  population  at  the  middle  of  it  is  estimated  to  be  38,880,  of  which  males 
might  number  18,326  and  females  20,554. 

There  seems  to  be  evidence  that  the  population  of  the  Town  parish  is 
increasing  more  rapidly  than  that  of  the  country  parishes  as  a whole.  The 
reasons  for  this  statement  are  given  under  the  heading  of  “ Births.” 
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Table  I. 


Estimated 
population 
to  middle 
of  each 
year. 

BIRTHS 
per  1,000. 

DEATHS 
per  1,000. 

DEATHS 

under  1 year  of  Age. 

YEAR. 

Number 

Rate. 

Number 

Crude 

Rate. 

Standard- 
ised Rate. 

Number. 

Rate  per 
1,000  Births 

1917 

39,000 

38,500 

694 

17-7 

554 

14-2 

57 

820 

1918  

664 

17-2 

603 

156 

49 

73  8 

1919 

39,600 

659 

16-6 

578 

14-6 

64 

98.6 

1920 

37,914 

893 

23-5 

507 

126 

74 

82-8 

1921 

37,914 

768 

200 

502 

13-2 

60 

780 

1922 

38,200 

810 

21  2 

537 

14-0 

76 

900 

1923 

38,200 

764 

20-8 

551 

133 

58 

73-0 

1924 1 

38,400 

753 

19-8 

466 

12T 

9 6 

40 

53d 

1925 

38,580 

758 

19-9 

522 

135 

10-7 

56 

740 

1926 

38,650 

787 

203 

549 

142 

11-2 

81 

102-9 

Averages 

755 

13-7 

80-7 

for  ten  years,  1 
1917-1926. 

38,495  1 

19-7 

536 

61 

1927 1 

38,880 

760 

19-6 

532 

13-7 

10-9 

57 

750 

Table  II. 

ENGLISH  AND  GUERNSEY  STATISTICS. 


107  County  Boroughs  and  great  towns  in- 


cluding London 

O 


France  18-2 


[■til  rate  per 

Death  rate 

Deaths  under 
per  1 year  per 

1,000. 

1,000. 

1,000  births 

16-7  .... 

12-3 

69 

17  2 .... 

12-3 

71 

1 65  .... 

11-4 

68 

161  .... 

11-9 

59 

19  6 .... 

13  7 

75 

10  9 standardized. 

18-2  

....  16-6 

85 

BIRTHS. 

The  births  numbered  760,  males  364  and  females  396,  a reversal  of  the 
usual  sex  incidence.  The  birth  rate  was  19.6,  about  the  average  of  the  previous 
ten  years.  For  the  ten  years  ending  1907  it  was  27.2. 

Still  births  numbered  36.  of  each  sex  an  equal  number  ; and  illegitimate 
births,  34,  percentages  to  the  total  of  4.7  and  4.5  respectively. 
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An  analysis  of  the  births  for  the  past  ten  years  divided  into  two  equal 
periods,  shows  marked  differences  in  the  various  areas  although  the  totals 
only  record  a difference  of  58  in  favour  of  the  latter  period.  The  first  period 
includes  the  last  year  of  the  war  and  1919,  both  years  with  very  low  rates  ; 
also  1920,  an  abnormally  high  year  with  a rise  of  234  births,  caused  by  the 
large  number  of  marriages  in  1919. 


NUMBER  OF  BIRTHS. 


St.  Peter-Port  

St.  Sampson  

Vale  

Castel  

Years 

1918-1022 

1.461 

602 

501 

315 

l'eais 

1923-1927 

1,767 

480 

503 

316 

St.  Saviour  

104 

95 

St.  Peter  

. 156 

127 

Torteval  

31 

29 

Forest  

87 

84 

St.  Martin  

373 

337 

St.  Andrew  

164 

114 

3,794 

3,852 

The  very  marked  rise  in  the  number  of  births  in  St.  Peter  Port,  and  the 
decreases  registered  in  most  of  the  country  parishes,  in  the  period  1923-1927, 
would  seem  to  indicate  that  the  almost  universal  drift  of  population  from  rural 
to  urban  areas  has  also  occurred  here.  No  doubt  the  activities  of  the  States 
Committee — “ Homes  for  Workers  — which  until  recently  were  most  marked 
in  the  Town  parish  as  regards  the  erection  of  new  cottages  and  the  recon- 
ditioning of  other  houses,  have  had  a marked  influence  in  this  matter.  During 
the  past  five  years  the  birth  rate  in  Guernsey  has  averaged  1.7  per  1.000  above 
that  of  England  and  Wales. 


DEATHS. 

There  were  532  deaths  registered  during  the  year — 268  males,  with  an 
average  age  at  death  of  51.1  years,  and  264  females,  with  an  average  of  57.2 
years.  The  number  of  deaths  in  each  quarter  were  186,  131,  107,  108. 
The  first  quarter  was  as  usual  heavy  in  incidence,  but  the  last  unusually  light. 
The  crude  death  rate  was  13.7  and  the  standardized  10.9.  This  rate  is  about 
the  average  of  the  preceding  10  years. 
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Percentage 

or  Deaths 

AT 

Different 

Age  Periods. 

Under 

Years 

Years 

i Years 

Under 

Years 

Over 

1 year. 

1-5. 

5-15. 

15-25. 

25  years. 

25-65. 

65  yens 

1900-1904 

24  0 . 

90 

4-0 

..  420  .... 

...  27-0  . 

31  o 

1905-1909. 

22  3 .. 

.....  80  

30  . 

4-6  

..  38  0 .... 

..  280  . 

34  0 

1910-1914. 

20  2 ., 

72  

3-3 

38  .... 

..  34-5  .... 

...  27-8  , 

37-7 

1915-1919. 

12-5  .. 

51  

36  . 

4-9  

..  26-2  .... 

..  33-1  . 

40  7 

1920-1924, 

11-5  .. 

36  

3-7 

5-5  .... 

..  24-4  .... 

...  30-4  . 

45  3 

1921  

86  . 

32  

1-7 

5-0  .... 

..  185  .... 

...  32-3  . 

50-2 

1925  

107  .. 

4-2  

2-8 

4-8  

..  22-5  .... 

. 29  9 . 

47-7 

1926  

14-7  .. 

...  32  

22  . 

3-9  

..  24-0  ... 

..  28  6 . 

47-4 

1927  

10-7  . 

....  33  

2-2  . 

30  

. 192  .... 

..  321  . 

48-7 

There  were  173  deaths  between  the  ages  of  65  and  80  years  ; 76  between 
80  and  90  years  ; 9 over  90  years  of  age.  The  deaths  of  persons  in  the  receipt 
of  Old  Age  Pensions  numbered  82,  with  an  average  age  at  death  of  79.8  years. 
Deaths  in  Public  Institutions  were  as  follows  : — 


Town  Hospital  44 

Town  Asylum  3 

Country  Hospital  44 

Coun  ry  Asylum  2 

Victoria  Hospital  18 

King  Edward  Sanatorium 8 


There  were  40  inquests  held  during  the  year. 

In  England  the  compulsory  registration  of  still  births  came  into  force  in 


July,  1927  ; in  Guernsey  in  April,  1907. 

The  more  important  causes  of  death  compare  with  those  of  previous  years 


as  follows  : — 

Measles  

Average  Years 
1906-1925. 

5 6 

1926. 

1927, 

Whoonino'  Coimh 

5.2  

1 

Diphtheria 

4.2  

2 

Senile  Decay 

69.9  

67  

72 

Cancer  

40.9  

50 

Broncho  Pneumonia 

8.2  

17  

14 

Pneumonia 

18.8  

23  

19 

Bronchitis  

23.7  

21  

22 

Heart  Disease  

— 63.9  

80  

Apoplexy  

31  3 

36  



49 

Phthisis  

38  0 

41  

35 

Tuberculosis  (ot  her) 

116  .... 

. ...  4 

8 

Influenza  

11.8  

9 

17 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

There  were  57  deaths  of  babies  under  the  age  of  1 year,  a rate  of  75  per 
1,000  births.  This  is  slightly  lower  than  the  average  of  the  preceding  10  years  : 
For  the  10  years  ending  1907  it  was  140.5. 
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Our  death  rate  is  higher  than  that  of  England  and  Wales,  and  even  that 
of  the  great  towns.  London  recorded  a death  rate  of  only  59,  a wonderful 
tribute  to  the  manifold  beneficent  efforts  of  those  answerable  for  its  public 
health  organization.  It  must  be  remembered  that  in  Guernsey  no  Infantile 
Welfare  w'ork  is  undertaken  officially  ; that  in  the  Town,  St.  Sampson’s  and 
the  Vale,  the  valuable  work  of  the  voluntary  societies  only  partially  covers  the 
ground,  and  that  for  the  remaining  seven  parishes  there  is  no  such  organization, 
or  indeed  any  for  the  provision  of  ordinary  nursing  services.  These  facts  have 
been  mentioned  for  many  years  past  with  a view  to  action  being  taken  in  the 
matter.  In  the  past,  however,  efforts  have  been  made  in  this  direction,  but 
have  proved  unsuccessful  for  lack  of  support.  An  excellent  book  upon  the 
rearing  of  children  has  been  sent  for  many  years  past  to  all  mothers  as  soon  as  a 
notification  of  birth  reaches  me,  and  in  many  instances  is  valued  ; but  it  is  not 
an  effectual  substitute  for  personal  visits  by  special  nurses. 

As  the  population  of  some  of  the  parishes  is  small,  instead  of  giving  a 
death  rate  for  the  year,  I have  taken  two  periods  of  five  years  each  and  calcu- 
lated the  rate  for  them.  Even  then  the  figures  for  one  or  two  parishes  are  so 
small  that  they  may  not  be  fair  comparisons.  The  actual  number  of  births 
concerned  will  be  found  under  the  heading  of  “ Births.” 


O 

(fi 

A 

ii 

Infantile  Death  Rate 

O 

Ph 

Ph 

O 

On 

CD 

per  1,000  Births. 

P-i 

n 

<6 

<V 

■4P 

03 

£ 

"cd 

Ph 

Q 

03 

CD 

< 

in 

tn 

6 

in 

in 

O 

H 

O 

H-3 

m 

m 

Years  1918-1922.. 

. 7T3  .. 

. 75  0 .. 

. 75-5  . 

..  82-2  .. 

. 84-2  . 

. 78-7  . 

..172-4  . 

..  71-4  .. 

,.  77-1  .. 

..  87-7 

„ 1923-1927.. 

. 76-7  ., 

..  71-4  . 

..  89-8  . 

..133-3  . 

..  76-9  . 

..115-4  . 

..161-3  . 

. 103-4  . 

..  750  . 

..  670 

In  the  first  quarter  of  the  year  there  were  22  deaths,  and  in  the  other  three 
quarters  14,  11  and  10  respectively.  26  of  the  deaths,  or  44  per  cent.,  were 
due  to  malformation,  debility  and  premature  birth  ; and  35,  or  61  per  cent, 
were  those  of  babies  who  died  under  the  age  of  one  month.  Surely  these 
figures  are  eloquent  of  the  need  of  organized  Ante -Natal  Work. 


XIV. -1928. 


10 


APPENDICE. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  OF  CHILDREN  UNDER  1 YEAR  OF  AGE, 


Causes  of  Death.  Under  Between  weeks  Total  under  Between  Months  Total 

1 week.  1-2  2-3  3-4  month.  1-3  3-6  6-9  9-12  under 

1 year 

Epidemic,  Endemic  and  Infectious 
Diseases. 

Tubercular  Peritonitis 1 . . 1 

Congenital  Syphillis — . . 1 . 1 

Diseases  of  the  Nervous  System  and 
Sense  Organs. 

Convulsions 1..1.  3 . . 1 . . 1 5 


Diseases  of  the  Respiratory  System. 


Acute  Bronchitis  -..-..1..-..  1 5 

Pneumonia  — . . 1 . . - . . 1 2 ..-..-..-..1..  3 

Broncho  Pneumonia  3 ..  1 . . 4 


Diseases  of  the  Digestive  System. 

Jaundice  1 

Enteritis  - 

Diseases  of  the  Skin  and  Cellular 


Tissue. 

Eczema  - 

Congenital  Malformations. 

Congenital  Malformation  5 

Diseases  of  Early  Infancy. 

Debility  at  Birth  3 , . . 

Premature  Birth  13 

Marasmus  - 

Ill-Defined. 

Dentition  - 

Natural  Causes  1 


— ..  2 . 1 . . 3 

- . . 1 . . - . . 1 1 

- . . 1 . . - . . 6 8 

1 . . - . . 1 . . 5 5 

1 ..  1 15  15 

— ..  1 ..  2. 3 


Totals 24  4 4 3 35  8 5 4 5 57 
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RETURN  OF  BIRTHS  AND  DEATHS  REGISTERED  DURING  1927. 


BIRTHS. 


O 

Ph 

CO 

s 

pi 

c3 

m 

6 

<d 

CO 

-t-5 

m 

o 

PARISH  LETTER: 

A 

B 

G 

D 

Males  

. . .172  . 

.50  . 

.43  . 

.33  . 

Females  

. ...  193  . 

.45  . 

.47  . 

.28  , 

Totals 

. . . .365  . 

.95  . 

.90  . 

.61 

Deaths  under  1 year  . . 

. . . . 23  . 

. 6 . 

. 5 . 

. 7 

. Saviour. 

u 

U 

£ 

c6 

> 

<D 

-4^> 

u 

-4-j 

CO 

CD 

. Martin. 

£ 

CD 

•5 

< 

m 

QQ» 

m 

in 

E 

F 

G 

H 

i 

K 

Total. 

9 . 

.10  . 

. 1 . 

..  8 

. .28 

. .10 

. . 364 

10  . 

.11  . 

. 4 . 

, . 7 

. .41 

. .10 

. . 396 

19  . 

.21  . 

. 5 . 

. .15 

. .69 

. .20 

. . 760 

1 . 

. 2 . 

. 2 , 

. . 2 

. . 7 

. . 2 

57 

STILL  BIRTHS  (Males,  18  ; Females,  19).  Total  35. 
ILLEGITIMATE  BIRTHS— 34. 


DEATHS. 

PARISH  LETTER: 

A 

B 

C 

D E 

F 

G 

H I 

K 

Total. 

No.  1.  Epidemic,  Endemic  and 

Infectious  Diseases. 

Whooping  Cough 

- 

. . 1 

1 

Influenza  

6 

. . 6 

1 . . 2 

. . - 

..  1 

. . - . . 1 

. . - 

17 

Erysipelas 

1 

I 

Diphtheria  

- 

. . 1 

. . 1 . . 

. . - 

. . - 

. . - 

2 

Encephalitis  Lethargica  . . . 

— 

. . — 

. . 1 

- - — 

. . — 

1 

Tuberculosis  (all  forms). 

Phthisis  

17 

..  2 

. . 6 . . 

2 . . - 

..  2 

. . — 

..  1 ..  1 

. . 4 

35 

Tubercular  Peritonitis 

. . 1 

. . 2 

3 

Tuberculosis  of  Joints  .... 

1 

. . - 

1 . . - 

. . - 

. . - 

. . - 

2 

Tuberculosis  of  Kidney  .... 

1 

1 

Tuberculous  Meningitis  .... 

1 

1 

Miliary  Tuberbidosis 

1 

. . - 

. . - 

. . - 

. . - 

1 

Congenital  Syphilis  

1 

1 

Septicaemia  

3 

. . - 

1 . . - 

. . - 

. . - 

. . - 

4 

Malignant  Encodarditis .... 

- — 

. . 1 

1 

Carried  forward  
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6 
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Brought  forward 


32  10  7 5 2 3 1 1 4 6 71 


No.  2.  General  Diseases  not 


included  in  No.  1. 

Cancer  23  . . 6 . . 5 

Acute  Rheumatism  1 . . — . . — 

Chronic  Rheumatism 1 . . — . . - 

Diabetes  4 ..  - ..  1 

Alcoholism  1 ..  - ..  - 

Lukaemia  2 ..  — . . - 

Myxoedema 1 ..  - ..  - 

Haemophilia  1 . . — . . - 

Pernicious  Anaemia  2..1..1 


6..  1..-3..-..  — ..6..  — ..  50 

1 2 

2 

1 

1 


No.  3.  Diseases  of  the  Nervous 
System  and  Sense  Organs. 


Meningitis 2 . . 2 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  (Apop 

lexy) 26  . . 5 . 

Cerebral  Thrombosis  - . . - . 

Tabes  Dorsalis  2 . . - . 

Epilepsy  2 . . - . 

Convulsions  (non-puerpural)  3 . . 1 . 

General  Paralysis  of  the 

Insane  1 . . - . 

Paralysis — other  forms  ....  5 . . 1 . 

Paralysis  agitans  1 . . - . 

Dementia - . . - . 

Mania  — . . - . 

Encephalitis  - . . - . 


5.. 5..-..1..— ..3..3..1..  49 

1. 1 

-..1..-..-..-..-..-..-..  3 

1..-..  5 

1.. 1..-..-..-..-..-..1..  9 

1. 2 

1. 1 
1..-..  1 

-..  1 1 


No.  4.  Diseases  of  the  Circula- 


tory System. 

Heart  Disease 36..  6..  6..  5..  1 ..  2..-..  2..  7..  1 ..  66 

Angina  Pectoris  2.  . 2. 2.  .1..  7 

Arterio-scleicsis  4..-..-..-..1..-..1..-..  — 6 

Embolism  2..-..-..-..-..-..-..-..-..-..  2 

Anuerism 1 ..  - ..  - ..  - ...  - ..  - ..  - ..  - ..  - ..  - ..  1 


Carried  forward  155  34  27  25  6 10  3 6 24  10  300 
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Brought  forward  155  34  27  25  6 10  3 6 24  10  300 


No . 5.  Diseases  of  the  Respira- 
tory System. 


Acute  Bronchitis  

3 .. 

3 

. . 2 . . 

— 

. . - 

. . - 

2 

. . i . . i . . - . . 

12 

Chronic  Bronchitis 

7 . . 

1 

<=-' 

. . - 

. . - 

K . H 

10 

Pneumonia  

10  . . 

1 

. . 1 . . 

5 

. . 1 

. . - 

. . 1 

19 

Broncho  Pneumonia  

4 . . 

1 

2 

. . 1 

. . 3 

. . - 

3 ..  - .. 

14 

Pleurisy  

1 . . 

1 

Asthma  

- . . 

1 

<«.pr 

M if 

. . E 

..  1 . 

2 

Cirrhosis  of  Lung  

1 . . 

1 

No.  6.  Diseases  of  the  Digestive 

System. 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  

1 . . 

— 

- 

. . — 

. . - 

. . - . . 1 . . - . . 

2 

Enteritis  

3 . . 

- 

. . - ^ . 

1 

. . - 

...  - 

. . - 

1 . . 

5 

Appendicitis  

- . . 

- 

- 

. . - 

. . - 

. . - 

. . - . . 1 . . - . . 

1 

Strangulated  Hernia  

1 . . 

1 

. . 

2 

Intestinal  Obstruction 

4 . . 

- 

..  1 .. 

- 

. . - 

..  1 

6 

Jaundice  

- . . 

- 

..  1 .. 

— 

. . - 

. . - 

1 . E 

1 

Gastritis  

1 . . 

1 

Biliary  Calculi  

1 . . 

. . — . . — . . — . . 

1 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

- . . 

- 

. . - . . 

- 

. . - 

..  1 

. . - 

1 

No.  7.  Non-V enereal  Diseases  of 
the  Genito-U rinary  System 
ancl  Annexa. 

Chronic  nephritis  

6 .. 

2 

. . (3  . . 

- 

. . - 

• E E 

14 

Cystitis  

1 .. 

1 

- 

. . - 

..  i 

3 

Enlarged  Prostate  

1 . . 



1 

No.  8.  The  Puerpural  State. 

Eclamosia 

1 .. 

1 

Puerpural  Fever 

- . . 

- 

1 

. . - 

. . - 

• 9 

1 

No.  9.  Diseases  of  the  Skin  and 

Cellular  Tissue. 

Gangrene  

- . . 

— 

1 

. . - 

. . ~ 

. . - 

1 

Eczema  

1 . . 

. . — . . 

. . — 

. . — 

. . — . • — . . — . . 

1 

Ulcer  of  Leg  

1 . . 

1 

No.  10.  Diseases  of  the  Bones 

and  Organs  of  Locomotion 

Osteomyelitis  - — . . 1 . . 1 


Carried  forward  203  45  38  35  8 15  7 8 32  12  403 
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Brought  forward  203  45  38  35  8 15  7 8 32  12  403 

No.  11.  Congenital  Malforma- 
tions. 

Congenital  Malformation  . 3..-..1..,  - -..3..  1..  8- 

No.  12.  Diseases  of  Early  In- 
fancy. 

Debility  at  Birth  4..-..-..-..-..-..-..  1. 5 

Premature  Birth  5..2..2..2..1..1..1..1. . — 15 

Marasmus  1 ..  1 1 3 

No.  13.  Old  Age. 

Senile  Decay  27  . . 8 . . 15  . . 12  . . 1 . . 1 . . - . . 3 . . 4 . . 1 . . 72 

No.  14.  External  Causes. 

Suicide 1 ..  - ..  - ..  - ..  1 ..  - ..  - ..  - ..  1 ..  - ..  3 

Violent  Deaths  excluding  suicide 
and  Homicide. 

Drowning  2 ..  - ..  1..  - ..  - ..  - ..  - ..  1 ..  2 - ..  6 

Run  over  3 ..  1 ..  - ..  - ..  - - ..  - ..  - ..  - ..  - ..  4 

Fall  1..1. 2 

Suffocation  - ..  - ..  1 ..  - ..  - ..  - ..  - ..  - ..  - ..  - ..  1 

Burns  1 ..  1 ..  - ..  - ..  - ..  - ..  - ..  - ..  - ..  - ..  2 

Exposure  - ..  1 ..  - ..  - ..  - ..  - ..  - ..  - ..  - ..  - ..  1 

Crushed - ..  2 ..  - ..  - ..  - ..  - ..  - ..  - ..  - ..  - ..  2 

No.  15.  Ill-Defined. 

Natural  Causes  2..-..-..-..-..-..-..-..-..-..  2 

Croup  - ..  1 ..  - ..  - ..  - ..  - ..  - ..  - ..  - ..  - ••  1 

Dentition - ..  - ..  - ..  1 ..  - ..  - ..  - ..  - ..  - ..  - ..  1 

Debility  1 ..  - ..  - ..  - ..  - . . - ..  - ..  - ..  - ..  - ..  1 


Totals 254  63  58  51  11  17  8 14  42  14  532 
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CAUSES  OF,  AND  AGES  AT  DEATH,  OF  DEATHS  REGISTERED 

DURING  THE  YEAR  1927. 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH.  ^ 

No.  1.  Epidemic,  Endemic, 
and  Infectious  Diseases. 

Whooping  Cough  — 

Influenza  — 

Erysipelas  — 

Diphtheria — 

Encephalitis  Lethargica  . — 

Tubecidosis  ( all  forms). 

Phthisis  — 

Tubercular  Peritonitis  . . 1 

Tuberculosis  of  Joints.  ...  — 
Tuberculosis  of  Kidney ...  - — 
Tuberculous  Meningitis  . — 
Miliary  Tuberculosis  ....  — 

Congenital  syphilis 1 

Septicaemia  — 

Malignant  Encodarditis  . . — 

No.  2.  General  Diseases  not 
Included  inNo.  1. 

Cancer  — 

Acute  Rheumatism  — 

Chronic  Rheumatism  ....  — 

Diabetes  - — 

Alcoholism  — 

Lukaemia  — 

Myxoedema — 

Haemophilia — 

Pernicious  Anaemia  — 


, Between . Over  Total. 

1-2  2-5.  5-15.  15-25.  25  to  65.  65. 


- ..  1 — 1 

1..  7..  9 17 

1..—  1 

1 . . — . . 1..— 2 

1..—  1 


1 


8 . . 26  . . — 35 

1 . . — . . — 3 

- . . 2 . . — 2 

1 . . — . . — 1 

1 
1 
1 

- . . 4 . . . . 4 

- . . 1 . . — 1 


— . . 25  . . 25  50 

- . . 1 . . — 1 

1 1 

1 . . 4 . . — 5 

- . . 2 . . — 2 

- . . 1 . . 1 2 

1 1 

1 . . — . . — 1 

- . . 3 . . 1 4 


No.  3.  Diseases  of  the 
Nervous  System  and 
Sense  Organs. 

Meningitis  — ..  — ..  — ..  3..  — ..  — ..  1 4 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

(Apoplexy) — . . — . . — . . — . . - — - . . 6 . . 43  49 

Cerebral  Thrombosis  ....  — . . — . . — . . — . . — . . 3 . . — 3 

Tabes  Dorsalis  — ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  1 1 

Epilepsy — ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  1..  1 2 


Carried  forward  2 2 3 5 13  88  84  197 
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Brought  forward 2 2 3 5 13  88  84  197 

Convulsions  (Non-Puerpural)  5 . . — ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  — 5 

General  Paralysis  of  the 

Insane — ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  2 ..  — 2 

Paralysis — Other  Forms  . — — ..  2..  — ..  4..  3 9 

Paralysis  Agitans — ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  2 2 

Dementia — ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  1 1 

Mania  — ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  1 ..  — 1 

Encephalitis — ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  1 ..  — 1 


No.  4.  Diseases  of  the  Cir- 


culatory System. 

Heart  Disease — ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  — . . 25  . . 41  66 

Angina  Pectoris  — ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  4..  3 7 

Arterio-Sclerosis — ..  — ■ . . — ..  — ..  — ..  1..  5 6 

Embolism — ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  2 2 

Anuerism  — ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  1 ..  — 1 


No.  5.  Diseases  of  the 
Respiratory  System 


Acute  Bronchitis 5..  1..  1..  — ..  — ..  — ..  5 12 

Chronic  Bronchitis — ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  2..  8 10 

Pneumonia  3..  2..  — ..  — ..  1..  5..  8 19 

Broncho-Pneumonia 4..  4..  — — ..  — ..  6 14 

Pleurisy  — ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  1..  — 1 

Asthma  — ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  2 2 

Cirrhosis  of  Lung  — ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  1..—  1 


No.  6.  Diseases  of  the  Diges- 
tive System. 

Ulcer  of  Stomach — ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  2..  — 2 

Enteritis 3..  — ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  1..  1 J 

Appendicitis  — ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  1..  — 1 

Strangulated  Hernia  ....  — ..  — ..  — ..  — . . — . . 1..  1 2 

Intestinal  Obstruction  ...  — ..  — ..  — ..  1..  — ..  3..  2 6 

Jaundice  1 ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  — 1 

Gastritis — ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  1 ..  — 1 

Biliary  Calculi — ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  1..  — 1 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver — ..  — ..  — ..  — — ..  1 1 


Carried  Forward 23  9 4 8 14  146  175  379 
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Brought  Forward  ....  23 

No.  7.  Non-Venereal  Diseases 
of  the  Genito-  Urinary 
System  and  Annexa. 

Chronic  Nephritis — 

Cystitis — 

Enlarged  Prostate  — 

No.  8.  The  Puerpural State. 

Eclampsia  — 

Puerpural  Fever  — 

No.  9.  Diseases  of  the  Skin 
and  Cellular  Tissue. 

Gangrene  — 

Eczema 1 

Ulcer  of  Legs — 

No.  10.  Diseases  of  the  Bones 
and  Organs  of  Locomotion. 
Osteomyelitis — 

No.ll.  Congenital  Malforma- 


tions. 

Congenital  Malformation  . 8 . . 

No.  12.  Diseases  of  Early 
Infancy. 

Debility  at  Birth  5 

Premature  Birth 15 

Marasmus 3 

No.  13.  Old  Age. 

Senile  Decay — 

No.  14.  External  Causes. 

Suicide — 

Violent  Deaths  excluding 


Suicide  and  Homicide  . — . 

Drowning — . 

Run  Over — . 

Fall - . 

Suffocation — . 

Burns — . 

Exposure — . 

Crushed  - — . 


9 4 8 14  146  175  379 


1  . . — — ..  7..  6 14 

2  . . 1 3 


- ..  1 1 
- . . — 1 

1 . . — 1 


8 


72  72 

3 — 3 

1..  5..—  6 

1.. — ..  2..  1 4 

1..  — ..  1..—  2 

-..  2..  — 2 


Carried  forward 55  11  6 11  16  171  257  527 
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Brought  Forward  ....  55  11  6 11  16  171  257  527 

No.  15.  Ill-Defined. 


Natural  Causes 1..  — ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  l 2 

Croup — ..  — ..  — ..  1 ..  — ..  — ..  — i 

Dentition  1 ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  — i 

Debility  — ..  1 ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  — l 


Total 57  12  6 12  16  171  258  532 


MATERNAL  MORTALITY. 

During  the  27  years  of  this  century  there  were  24,593  births  and  53  maternal 
deaths  in  Guernsey.  This  means  a death  rate  of  1 in  462  births,  or  2.15  per 
1,000.  During  the  past  5 years  the  figures  are  respectively  3,853,  1 in  642,  and 
1 .56  per  1,000.  In  England  and  Wales  for  the  past  20  years  it  has  kept  steadily 
at  slightly  over  1 in  250,  or  4.1  per  1,000  births,  and  shows  no  tendency  towards 
a reduction.  In  the  United  States  in  1926  it  was  6.6.  per  1,000  ; Canada  6.4  ; 
and  in  New  Zealand,  one  of  the  most  healthy  countries  in  the  world,  it  was  in 
1927,  4.25  per  1,000  births.  Guernsey  is  therefore  in  an  enviable  position  in  this 
matter,  and  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  it  does  not  show  up  equally  well  as  regards 
its  infantile  mortality.  Although  there  is  no  Midwives  Act  in  Guernsey,  the 
sage  femme  seems  to  have  almost  entirely  died  out,  and  the  qualified  midwife 
has  taken  her  place  to  an  extent  that  renders  legislation  with  its  attendant  diffi- 
culties m so  small  an  area,  at  present  almost  unnecessary.  At  any  rate  it  would 
seem  wise  to  await  the  report  of  the  Departmental  Committee  which  is  now 
sitting,  to  consider  the  training  and  status  of  midwives,  before  taking  any  steps 
in  this  matter. 

In  the  last  two  years  nearly  one-seventh  of  the  total  births  have  taken 
place  in  the  Lady  Ozanne  Maternity  Home. 

MARRIAGES. 

There  were  340  marriages  during  the  year,  equal  to  a rate  of  17.5  per  1,000. 
There  were  193  marriages  in  Church  of  England,  43  in  Nonconformist,  and  33  in 
Roman  Catholic  Churches.  71  took  place  at  the  Greffe  Office. 

The  number  is  higher  than  that  of  last  year  bjr  23. 

KING  EDWARD  SANATORIUM. 

The  incidence  of  infectious  diseases  during  the  year  was  light,  particularly 
of  notifiable  ones. 
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As  mentioned  in  my  last  report,  the  States  had  decided  to  take  in  certain 
cases  which  were  not  infectious  when  there  were  vacant  beds,  and  details  of 
such  cases  were  given.  The  numbers  admitted  were,  however,  small,  and  there 
were  always  empty  beds  which  might  with  advantage  have  been  used  for  the 
treatment  of  persons  suffering  from  acute  illnesses. 

Of  the  99  cases  admitted,  33  were  notified  as  Diphtheria,  16  Mumps,  and  9 
Rubella.  There  was  one  case  of  Erysipelas,  3 Pneumonia,  17  of  Tuberculosis,  7 
of  Debility,  5 of  Rheumatism,  2 of  Tonsillitis,  and  6 of  other  illnesses. 

There  were  8 deaths,  4 being  due  to  non-notifiable  diseases,  1 fromDiphtheria, 
and  3 from  Tuberculosis.  The  daily  average  of  patients  was  8.6. 


DIPHTHERIA  NOTIFIED  IN  1927. 

Parish.  Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  April.  May.  June.  July.  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nor.  Dec.  Total. 

St.  Peter-Port  1..-..-..-..1..-..-..1..-..1..1..  1..  6 

St.  Sampson’s  .......  5.  2.  . 4.  .-..-..1..1..  1..  14 

Vale  — 

Cast  el  5..-..-..-..-..  1 ..  1 7 

St.  Saviour’s - ..  - ..  - ..  - ..  - ..  - ..  - ..  - ..  - ..  - ..  - — ..  — 

St.  Peter’s 1 1 ..  — ..  2 

Torteval  — ..  — 

Forest 1 ..-  — ..  1 

St.  Martin’s  1 — ..  1 

St.  Andrew’s  1 ..  1 — - . . 2 


751-1353123  2 33 


CASES  CLASSIFIED  ACCORDING  TO  AGE. 

Under  BETWEEN 

1 Year.  1-5  5-10  10-15  15-20  20-25  Over  25.  Total. 

Diphtheria  - ...  6 ...  17  ...  7 ...  1 ...  2 ...  — - — 33 

DIPHTHERIA. 

There  were  33  notifications  of  this  disease,  a lower  number  than  for  several 
years  past.  There  were  two  deaths,  one  in  the  Sanatorium,  and  one  in  the 
Castel  Hospital.  St  Sampson’s  parish  had  the  largest  number  of  cases — 14. 
There  were  no  cases  in  April,  and  only  one  each  in  March,  May  and  September. 
The  question  of  immunization  against  this  disease  has  been  fully  discussed  in 
former  reports,  but  no  move  in  this  direction  has  been  made  during  the  year. 

SCARLET  FEVER. 

There  were  no  cases,  but  the  prevalence  of  Rubella  or  German  Measles 
during  the  latter  half  of  the  year  caused  considerable  difficulty  in  diagnosis  at 
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times.  9 cases  were  admitted  as  doubtful  or  occurring  in  hotels,  institutions, 
-etc. 

MUMPS. 

Mumps  were  very  prevalent  during  the  year,  having  been  introduced  from 
England  by  some  boys  returning  to  school  here  in  January.  Prior  to  this  we 
have  been  without  cases  for  many  years  past. 


There  were  no  cases  of  Encephalitis  Lethergica,  Infantile  Paralysis,  Small 
Pox,  Typhoid  or  Paratyphoid  fevers  notified  in  1927.  We  are  a little  apt  of 
late  years  to  think  of  Typhoid  and  the  Paratyphoids  as  things  that  have  ceased 
to  trouble  the  civilized  parts  of  the  world.  As  a proof  that  this  is  not  the  case, 
it  may  be  mentioned  that  in  the  first  six  months  of  1927  there  were  4,755  cases, 
with  453  deaths,  in  the  city  of  Montreal. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  this  cause  was  43,  of  which  35  were  due  to 
Phthisis  and  8 to  other  forms  of  the  disease,  the  rates  per  1,000  being  0.9  and  1.1. 
Of  the  35  Phthisical  deaths,  23  were  males  and  12  females,  with  an  average  age 
at  death  of  38.8  and  33.8  years  respectively.  These  ages  are  somewhat  higher 
than  is  usual.  There  were  17  patients  admitted,  but  unfortunately  few  were  in 
an  early  stage.  Three  of  them  died,  two  being  ex-service  men.  The  rest 
showed  more  or  less  improvement.  The  average  duration  of  their  stay  was  65 
days.  There  were  also  admitted  7 cases  of  delicate  children,  whose  marked 
improvement  was  very  satisfactory  : Their  average  number  of  days  in  hospital 
was  44. 

OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 

No  cases  of  this  disease  have  been  notified  for  many  years  past,  but  unfor- 
tunately there  were  two  during  the  year  of  such  exceptional  severity  that  sight 
was  lost  in  both  cases.  The  children  were  otherwise  so  delicate  that  it  is  un- 
likely that  they  will  live  to  grow  up. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  Water  Board  has  been  busy  in  extending  their  mains  and  laying  on 
fresh  services.  It  has  jii’ovided  a constant  supply  during  the  whole  year. 
Unfortunately  although  all  new  houses  must  be  provided  with  a proper  water 
supply,  there  is  no  such  compulsion  for  the  older  ones.  In  districts  where  the 
mains  are  available,  landlords  should  be  compelled  by  law  to  connect  their 
houses  to  the  public  mains,  unless  they  had  an  adequate  water  supply  on  the 
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premises.  At  present  the  hardship  and  danger  to  the  health  of  the  dwellers 
in  the  poorer  parts  of  the  Island  from  want  of  water  is  great,  and  ought  to  be 
remedied  as  soon  as  possible. 


PUBLIC  BATHS. 

For  many  years  past  I have  called  attention  to  the  urgent  need  of  public 
baths  in  Guernsey.  At  one  time  it  might  have  been  urged  that  we  had  not 
sometimes  water  for  baths — public  or  private — when  they  were  most  wanted  in 
the  hot  months  of  the  year  ; but  now  that  argument  no  longer  holds  good.  Up 
to  the  present  time,  not  a single  house  erected  by  the  States  contains  a bath- 
room, indeed  it  is  only  the  newer,  and  larger  old  ones,  that  do  so.  Probably 
only  those  people  who  have  lived  in  really  hot  climates  fully  realize  what  a great 
influence  bodily  cleanliness  has  in  promoting  good  health.  “ Cleanliness  is  next 
to  Godliness,”  and  if  only  the  inhabitants  of  Guernsey  were  as  well  provided  for 
in  the  matter  of  baths  as  they  are  with  Churches  and  Chapels,  there  would.be  no 
cause  for  complaint. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION,  ETC.,  ETC. 

This  question  in  Guernsey  is  intimately  connected  with  that  of  disused 
quarries  now  filled  with  water.  The  danger  of  these  quarries  being  used  for  the 
dumping  of  all  sorts  of  putrescible  matter,  especially  at  night,  was  again  con- 
sidered by  the  Royal  Court  during  the  year,  as  it  was  found  that  the  existing 
Ordinance  had  not  prevented  this  occurring.  As  a result,  the  Board  of  Ad- 
ministration was  requested  to  confer  with  the  Constables  of  the  various  parishes 
in  order  to  effect  a satisfactory  solution  of  the  difficulties  as  regards  the  collection 
and  disposal  of  refuse,  household  and  otherwise,  for  the  whole  Island,  the  only 
possible  solution  of  this  difficulty. 

The  type  of  carts  used  for  refuse  collection  in  the  Town  parish  is  an  un- 
satisfactory one.  Apart  from  structural  defects,  the  carts  always  seem  to  lack 
cleansing,  as  the  smell  from  them,  even  when  empty,  is  very  offensive. 

DRAINAGE. 

No  new  work  has  been  undertaken  during  the  year. 

HOUSING  ACCOMMODATION. 

The  construction  of  80  new  States’  houses  was  sanctioned  during  the  year  : 
16  were  completed,  and  the  building  of  62  at  the  Forest  a:vl  Bouet  was  com- 
menced. When  the  houses  on  the  latter  site  are  completed,  the  inhabitants  of 
Cornet  Street,  many,  but  by  no  means  all,  of  whom  are  living  under  the  most 
deplorable  and  insanitary  conditions,  will  be  able  to  secure  decent  accommoda- 
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tion.  Incredible  as  it  may  sound,  I believe  that  there  are  a few  who  will  not 
willingly  leave  their  present  surroundings.  It  has  been  well  said,  it  is  not  only 
the  slums  that  have  to  be  dealt  with,  but  the  slum  mind  also.  Our  hope  is  that 
in  the  coming  generations,  the  slum  mind  will  gradually  disappear.  It  certainly 
will  not  suddenly  cease  to  exist. 

LABORATORY. 

There  were  227  specimens  of  various  kin  is  submitted  for  examination  at 
the  Board  of  Health  Laboratory,  a number  below  the  average.  The  States’ 
Analyst  has  also  examined  50  samples  of  food  and  water.  No  samples  of  food 
were  found  unsatisfactory  in  any  way.  The  new  law  with  reference  to  preserva- 
tives in  food  substances  has  been  before  the  Court  on  several  occasions,  but  has 
not  yet  come  into  force. 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  AND  DISINFECTION. 

The  number  of  articles  disinfected  was  2,833.  As  usual  no  claims  for  any 
damage  were  received.  The  number  of  houses  visited  and  re-visited  was  214. 

THALASSOL. 

There  were  15,310  gallons  of  Thalassol  manufactured  during  the  year,  all 
but  a small  quantity  being  supplied  free  to  any  applicant  at  the  Careening  Hard. 

PRIMARY  SCHOOLS. 

The  great  event  of  the  year  was  the  decision  of  the  States  to  employ  School 
Nurses.  In  bringing  the  matter  before  the  States  the  President  of  the  Educa- 
tion Council  wrote  that  the  adoption  of  such  a scheme  had  been  frequently 
advocated  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  was  enlarged  upon  by  him  in 
his  annual  report  for  1925.  The  Council  after  mature  consideration  decided  to 
make  a stait  bv  employing  two  part-time  nurses  to  be  provided  by  the  two 
existing  Nursing  Associations  here.  Possibly  the  eloquence  of  the  representa- 
tives of  these  Societies  on  the  Council  who  were  anxious  to  secure  more  work  for 
their  nurses,  induced  the  Council  to  adopt  the  part-time  instead  of  the  usual 
whole-time  system. 

When  the  schools  assembled  after  the  summer  holidays,  the  nurses  com- 
menced their  work,  which,  until  the  end  of  the  year,  was  of  a preliminary  nature, 
as  the  confidence  of  the  parents  had  first  to  be  secured,  and  in  some  districts 
this  was  not  likely  to  be  altogether  an  easy  matter. 

It  is  needless  to  say  that  the  teachers  were  whole-heartedly  in  favour  of  the 
work  of  the  nurses,  and  helped  them  by  every  means  in  their  power. 
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The  usual  routine  medical  work  has  been  carried  out  during  the  year,  in 
previous  ones. 

My  report  for  1926  having  been  fairly  comprehensive,  the  present  one  is 
shorter,  as  it  is  not  necessary  to  issue  what  are  known  by  the  Ministry  of  Health 
as  “ survey  ” reports  more  often  than  every  two  or  three  years,  economy  being 
welcome  in  every  branch  of  the  Public  Service. 


HY.  DRAPER  BISHOP, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


